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JAI SCIENTISTS

Discoverer of life gases

PRIESTLY JOSEPH

Priestly Joseph (1733 to 1804)
born near Leeds, England, Physical
scientist, clergyman and political theo-
rist.
At his young age he mastered
French, Italian, German, Arabic., and
English. He got over a slight speech impediment, however, which
acted as a trigger to trim him up: He was troubled with ill-
health in childhood. In 1758 he was employed in a school.
In 1761 he wrote Rudiments of English Grammar . In 1765
Edinburg University conferred LL.D. on him. He met Ben-
jamin Franklin, the roving ambassador of the American colo-
nies who inspired him to write the book, the History and Present
State of Electricity in 1766 which work earned him a member-
ship of the Royal Society. In 1767 he was appointed Minister
of Mill Hill Chapel in Leeds.
He studied gases and "airs" as they were then called. He
observed "fixed air" (carbon-di-oxide) as it effervesced from
vats of fermenting liquors; a burning splint of wood was ex-
tinguished in this "air". He dissolved some of it in water and